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Our curriculum approach to reading reflects our ethos statement:
‘Shining a light of a world of Possibilities’.


Our curriculum approach to Reading reflects our vision and values - to offer an engaging and inclusive curriculum, which builds on the skills, knowledge and understanding of all children as well as developing confident, inquisitive and independent learners. The inclusion of reading as part of our SDP reflects this priority. 

Intent



We believe that reading is at the heart of everything. Reading is the key tool to learning and achieving in all areas of the curriculum and because of this, we are committed in making reading a key priority in children’s learning journey at St Andrew’s.

It is our aim that all children will leave St Andrew’s with the understanding that reading is a life-long skill. They will have learnt strategies to help them read fluently and skills to help their comprehension. They will also be confident in choosing which books or texts they like to read, and develop their own passion for reading.  


Implementation


Reading is central to our curriculum. Children need to read fluently in order for them to achieve as they should in all subjects. Our curriculum is designed to expose children to a range of high-quality literature (including narrative, non-fiction and poetry). Children will enjoy a class reader each term and be read to by the teacher, experiencing quality story-telling. 


RAISING THE PROFILE OF READING
We are continually raising the profile of reading by: 

· Each class is immersed in a termly class reader. These books have been chosen for their high-quality literature.
· Using Accelerated Reader to celebrate landmark achievements in children’s own reading journey. These include 50/100 quiz passes and Reading Millionaire (children who have read 1,000,000 words). 
· Each year group also has a Reading Challenge which is designed to give exposure to writers and writing that the child may not have chosen. These titles are a mixture of classic and contemporary fiction as well as recommended titles from critically acclaimed booklists. 
· We use Book Week to celebrate reading, including inviting professional authors to lead workshops and share their expertise. 
· We also hold a book swap, use social media to share our reading and communicate with writers and visit the wider community to share reading together.
· Meaning and relevant texts shared throughout the curriculum. 
· Book supplies are regularly updated to include popular writers and new titles. 
· At St Andrew’s we recognise that, for dyslexic students, reading can provide additional challenges and we are developing our dyslexia-friendly stocks as well as provide tinted overlays for children who need them.
· Quiet reading time given to children to read independently in school. 

Impact

At St Andrew’s, our aim is for children become fluent, confident readers who enjoy reading and value it as a life-long skill. 
· Children can use their reading skills across a range of other curriculum subjects enabling them to gain knowledge for themselves. 
· Children at St Andrew’s have the skills needed to read independently. 
· Children read regularly. 


HOW WE TEACH READING

· We use St Andrew’s progression of skills document for reading which covers the National Curriculum objectives for word reading and comprehension. These skills are broken into fluency and comprehension. 
· Children learn comprehension skills through VIPERS (This ensures all areas of comprehension are covered). V-vocabulary, I-inference, P-prediction, E-explain, R-retrieve, S-summarise.
· Teachers plan for independent reading lessons 4 times a week. 3 of these sessions are focussed on a class reader and 1 is focussed on non-fiction or poetry. 
· We also use the scheme ‘Cracking Comprehension’ so that children are exposed to a range of non-fiction/poetry texts. 

Our planning journey is as follows:
1. Long term overview: Class Reader text, non-fiction and poetry coverage. 
2. Medium term plan: There are medium term plans for the class reader and a separate plan for non-fiction and poetry. Objectives are taken from the progression of skills document. Planning includes activity, open-ended task to promote challenge and support for the vulnerable.  
3. Short term: Units are planned (3 x session p/w) on a weekly basis through whiteboards for class reader, and 1 session a week for non-fiction/poetry, focussing on VIPERS reading skills. A short written activity concludes every whole-class reading session and is recorded in children’s workbooks. 

Phonics

At St Andrew’s we understand that phonics teaching is key to fluent reading and this is practised throughout KS2. 
· When children arrive at St Andrew’s we prioritise assessing phonetic knowledge and confidence, using Unlocking Letters and Sounds. 
· Classes use sound cards and sound charts to practise phonics and children are encouraged to use their phonics skills when spelling.
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Some children continue to need to access additional support in phonics and we use intervention groups to specifically target these children through practice and consolidation. 
· We will continue to track children’s progress in phonics for those children that do not met the threshold. In a small number of cases, children will continue to receive intensive individual support to develop their phonics throughout their time at St Andrew’s. 
· We recognise that some children may not access Accelerated Reader if they are still in need of additional support and we have a library of phonics-based reading schemes that teachers use to support phonics. 
· Terminology such as graphemes, phonemes and syllables are used when supporting children who need targeted strategies.



Independent Reading

· At St Andrew’s we use Accelerated Reader where children are given a reading range from the STAR Reader assessment The children can then choose books from within an appropriate level for their reading ability. 
· Children take a short comprehension quiz at the end of each book which shows if they have understood the text. 
· Teachers monitor carefully, using weekly diagnostic summaries which give teachers an overview of how much reading each child is doing during the week. 


Vocabulary

At St Andrew’s, we are focussed on widening the vocabulary base of our children, as we know this will enhance their learning in all areas of the curriculum, particularly in their reading. 
· Reading sessions will often cover a discussion/ activity of new vocabulary. 
· Where possible, teachers make links between words and explore etymology.

Recording
· Each pupil has a Reading Planner which has a space to write in daily reading at home as well as at school. We encourage all children to read at least 4 times a week, and provide class rewards accordingly. 
· Children will record their learning from reading sessions in their reading comprehension book. 
· Teachers access weekly diagnostic summaries of children’s reading and monitor how many books they have read and how well they have scored on their quizzes.

Vulnerable leaners
· We support our vulnerable learners through a range of ways based on their need. NESSY is used to support children who need help developing their reading fluency. Priority readers are chosen to ensure that all children at St Andrew’s have the opportunity to be heard reading. 


How can parents help with supporting reading

Reading is key to a child’s learning and encouraging this and being read to, fosters a love of reading. At school, we teach children the skills they need to read fluently and understand. Reading provides vital practise that will build their confidence in these skills. Our expectation is at least 4 times a week, but can be done through a variety of ways, their school reading book, magazines, newspapers, comics, story books and non-fiction books. Developing a varied diet is just as important as reading regularly. Questions to check children’s understanding can really help and using the VIPER skill format found in children’s school planners can be a tool to do this. 


HOW DO WE ASSESS READING

Summative and formative assessment happens continually throughout the year. 
· Ongoing teacher assessment will take place using Insight. Teacher’s will assess how well children have met a lesson objective and record this on insight. 
· We use termly PIRA assessments so that we can track children’s progress across the year, as well as other forms of assessment such as reading comprehensions. This helps us check that the children are effectively building on their knowledge and skills. 
· Children also do a termly STAR Reader test to check their progress and ensure they are on the correct book band. This can also record growth in relation to their previous test (recorded in years + months). Teachers use this information to inform their planning of reading sessions or to support struggling readers.
· A termly document records the lowest 20% of children for reading in each class. 
· Interventions or concerns are discussed with SLT during PPMs and additional reading time is provided for those children who have not made expected progress which forms part of a priority readers list.


MONITORING

· The English leader collates evidence including analysing how much individual children are reading, summarising progress through termly lowest 20% documents and continuing to work with colleagues to ensure consistent planning formats are used. 
· Monitoring of reading happens 3 times a year. This includes: data analysis, planning monitoring, lesson observations, book scrutiny, pupil voice, and learning walks. 
· The reading lead works closely with the English lead to discuss findings and forms a list of actions points that are fed back to staff throughout the year. 
· On our annual reports, given to parents at the end of the year, a judgement is made regarding their child’s attainment in Reading relating to the national curriculum for their year group. For example, HNM (Has Not Met), ARE (Age Related Expectations), GD (Greater Depth).
· Parents meetings happen twice a year. This is when parents formally hear where children are in their reading. 
· A school planner is used to show how children are getting on each week with their reading by showing the child’s quiz scores. 
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