Year 4 Autumn Term Spellings

	
	Objective
	Rules
	Sample Words
	Daily Activities
(Plan)
RECAP – TEACHING+ANALYSIS – WRITTEN TASK

	1
	To learn the spellings of words from the Statutory Yr3/4 Word List.
	All these words are taken from the government’s Key Word List. These are words that children should be expected to spell in Years 3 and 4.
Practise the spelling of these words, including their meanings.

TIP: All names (proper nouns) are expected to be spelt with a capital letter so, when learning February, this will need a capital letter.
	answer, learn, favourite, purpose, question, library, February, sentence, knowledge, strength, weight eight, height, length,
	Mon
	 INSET DAY 

	
	
	
	
	Tue
	Warm up – flash cards and alphabet. Introduce all spellings words and meanings. Investigate word meanings and why they are tricky. 
Listen and segment: February, answer, knowledge


	
	
	
	
	Wed
	Warm up – flash cards and alphabet. Recap: meanings library, favourite, purpose, length, strength, 
Investigate the consonants, vowels

	
	
	
	
	Thu
	Warm up – flash cards and alphabet. 
Recap: meanings question, learn, sentence, weight eight, height
Investigate/ recap consonants and vowels: question, learn, sentence
Listen and segment: weight eight, height

	
	
	
	
	Fri
	Test the words 

	2
	To investigate word families (from the Statutory Yr3/4 Word List), understanding the root can have suffixes added to change the meaning.
	Continue to look at words from the government Key Word List. This week, we will explore the root word and investigate how adding a suffix can change its meaning.
SUFFIX: A group of letters added to the end of a word to change its meaning (-ed, -s, -ing, -ful)
	arrive-arrived-arriving-arrival, busy-business, different-differently, difficult- difficulty, popular-population-popularity

Topic Word: Hieroglyphics
	Mon
	Warm up – phonics play speed challenge 
Introduce spelling list. Discuss word types and patterns. Look at the root word and how a suffix can change its meaning. 
Choose a word family; can you put each word into a sentence correctly?

	
	
	
	
	Tue
	Warm up – phonics play speed challenge 
Investigate one word family – what happens to the root word when you add each suffix? How does it need to be changed? 

	
	
	
	
	Wed
	Warm up – phonics play speed challenge
Investigate how many syllables each word has. Does it change when the suffix is added? What is a syllable? 

	
	
	
	
	Thu
	Warm up – phonics play speed challenge
Word race – how many times can you write each word in 30 secs?

	
	
	
	
	Fri
	Test the words 

	3
	To spell regular verb endings - ing/ed





PROGRESSIVE: Any verb ending in ‘-ing’.
I am writing (present progressive)
I was writing (past progressive)
	Most verbs add s, ed and ing. 
Words ending in e drop the e.  
y change to i as necessary. 
Adding –ed usually makes the verb past tense.
Adding –ing, the verb becomes present progressive.
TIP: When adding ‘ed’ the consonant is sometimes doubled (e.g, hop=hopped). If the vowel sound is short, the consonant is doubled. If the vowel sound is long, it stays singular (e.g, hope=hoped). What have you spotted with dig-digging? Why?
	bat-batted-batting, count-counting-counted, dig-digging, drop-dropped-dropping, , stop-stopped-stopping, surprise-surprised-surprising
Topic Word: Pharaoh
	Mon
	Warm up – phonics play speed challenge. Introduce spelling list. Discuss word types and patterns. Discuss topic word in detail. 

	
	
	
	
	Tue
	Warm up – phonics play speed challenge 
Discuss verb endings. What do you notice? What happens to the root word when you have a different ending?

	
	
	
	
	Wed
	Warm up – phonics play speed challenge. Investigate how many syllables each word has. Does it change when the endings are added? Can you remember at is a syllable?


	
	
	
	
	Thu
	Warm up – phonics play speed challenge 
Word race – how many times can you write each word in 30 secs?

	
	
	
	
	Fri
	Test the words

	4
	To begin to identify irregular tense changes and to begin to group them.

	Some verbs do not use ‘-ed’ in the past tense.
	blow-blew, eat-ate, go-went, know-knew, ring-rang, run-ran, sing-sang, speak-spoke, swim-swam, throw-threw, write-wrote
Topic Word:
Afterlife
	Mon
	Warm up – phonics play speed challenge. Introduce new words. What are the rules? What is tricky?

	
	
	
	
	Tue
	Sound card warm up. Focus on topic word

	
	
	
	
	Wed
	Warm up – phonics play speed challenge. Letter jumbles – separate each word into letters and see if they can find the words.

	
	
	
	
	Thu
	Warm up – phonics play speed challenge. Letter jumbles – separate each word into letters and see if they can find the words.

	
	
	
	
	Fri
	Test the words

	5
	To recognise and spell the prefix ‘In-‘ and ‘Im-‘. 
	In- in this instance it means not.
Before m or p      In- becomes Im-.

Gives the opposite meaning – please remember to also practise the meanings of the words and how the prefix helps to change the meaning.
	active-inactive, correct-incorrect, mature-immature, polite-impolite, possible-impossible, visible-invisible
Topic Word:Archaeologist
	Mon
	Warm up – phonics play speed challenge. Introduce Archaeologist
Break down into phonemes and identify tricky sounds.

	
	
	
	
	Tue
	Warm up – flash cards and alphabet. Recap: meanings active, inactive, correct, incorrect 
Look at pre-fixes ‘In-‘ and ‘Im-‘ and how they change the meaning of the root word

	
	
	
	
	Wed
	Warm up – flash cards and alphabet. Recap: meanings mature, immature, polite, impolite
 Ch choose words to write into sentences

	
	
	
	
	Thu
	Warm up – flash cards and alphabet. Recap: meanings possible, impossible, visible, invisible
Ch break down the words into graphemes

	
	
	
	
	Fri
	Test the words

	6
	To recognise and spell the prefix ‘Il-‘ and ‘Ir-‘.

	Before ‘l’  In-  becomes Il- (e.g, legal/illegal)
Before ‘r’  In-  becomes Ir- (e.g, responsible/irresponsible)
Gives the opposite meaning
	legal-illegal, legible-illegible, literate-illiterate, regular-irregular, relevant-irrelevant, responsible-irresponsible
Topic Word: Pyramids
	Mon
	Warm up – phonics play speed challenge. Introduce Pyramids
Break down into phonemes and identify tricky sounds.

	
	
	
	
	Tue
	Warm up – flash cards and alphabet. Recap: meanings legal, illegal, legible, illegible 
Introduce pre-fixes ‘Il-‘ and ‘Ir-‘ and how they change the meaning of the root word. Note what the prefix does for the word.

	
	
	
	
	Wed
	Warm up – flash cards and alphabet. Recap any words, sounds or spellings that have caused issues. 
Meanings: literate, illiterate, regular, irregular
 Ch choose words to write into sentences

	
	
	
	
	Thu
	Warm up – flash cards and alphabet. Recap: meanings relevant, irrelevant, responsible, irresponsible
Ch write sentences to fit both root and prefix word

	
	
	
	
	Fri
	Test the words

	7
	To recognise and spell common prefixes and understand how these influence word meanings – ‘Anti-‘, ‘Auto-‘, ‘Co-‘, ‘Ex-‘
	Add the prefix to the start of the root word to change its meaning.
anti means against.
auto means self or own.
co means joint/together.
ex means outside or outside of.

	anti-clockwise, anti-social, autograph, automatic, automobile, autopilot, co-pilot, co-star, except, excite, exit, explore
Topic Word: Tutankhamun
	Mon
	Write spellings and check meanings as a class. Look at the rule.

	
	
	
	
	Tue
	Practise sounds, use one word as an example, write the rule for auto

	
	
	
	
	Wed
	Practise sounds, use one word as an example, write the rule for anti    co

	
	
	
	
	Thu
	Practise sounds, use one word as an example, write the rule for ex  

	
	
	
	
	Fri
	Test the words

	8
	To recognise and spell common prefixes and understand how these influence word meanings –‘Inter-‘, ‘Sub-‘, ‘Super-‘
	Add the prefix to the start of the root word to change its meaning.
inter means between or among.	
sub means below
super means above
DID YOU KNOW..?
Weston-super-Mare translates as ‘West town above the sea’ (mer=sea, French)
	interactive, international, internet, interrupt, submarine, submerge, sub-zero, superman, supermarket, superstar
Topic Word: Mummification 
	Mon
	Write spellings and check meanings as a class. Look at the rule. Discuss topic work.

	
	
	
	
	Tue
	Practise sounds, use one word as an example, write the rule for inter

	
	
	
	
	Wed
	Practise sounds, use one word as an example, write the rule for sub

	
	
	
	
	Thu
	Practise sounds, use one word as an example, write the rule for super

	
	
	
	
	Fri
	Test the words

	9
	To consolidate the spelling of words which use the suffix 
‘-ous’.
	Usually add ‘ous’ changes a noun into an adjective:
danger - dangerous    adventure – adventurous     fury – furious

Word using ‘ous’ do not always split into root and suffix
enormous     serious     fabulous

	adventurous, courageous, curious, dangerous, enormous, famous, poisonous, ridiculous, serious, various
Topic Word: Sarcophagus
	Mon
	INSET

	
	
	
	
	Tue
	INSET

	
	
	
	
	Wed
	Usually add ‘ous’ changes a noun into an adjective:


	
	
	
	
	Thu
	Word using ‘ous’ do not always split into root and suffix


	
	
	
	
	Fri
	Test the words

	10
	To further investigate the meaning, spelling and use of different homophones.

HOMOPHONE: A word with the same sound but with a different spelling (taken from Greek homo=same; phone=sound)
	Some words have the same sound but are spelt in different ways. Children should have knowledge of these key homophones at the start of Key Stage 2.
Practise the different spellings and their meanings.
	allowed-aloud, here-hear, knew-new, peace-piece, there-their-they’re, 


	Mon
	Discuss Homophones – What, How, when? Why? Any examples? 
Show list of spellings for this week

	
	
	
	
	Tue
	Which homophones are correct? Focus on: here-hear, allowed-aloud. Write a rule.

	
	
	
	
	Wed
	Recognising homophone task. Focus on: knew-new, peace-piece. Write sentences.


	
	
	
	
	Thu
	Spot the homophones task. Watch video for: there-their-they’re. Create a picture to explain.

	
	
	
	
	Fri
	Test the words

	11
	Homophones continued…
	
	wear-where, to-too-two,
wait-weight,
write-right
	Mon
	Recap homophones - What, How, when? Why? Any examples? Show list of spellings for this week. Focus:  wear-where

	
	
	
	
	Tue
	to-too-two explore sounds. Write sentences

	
	
	
	
	Wed
	wait-weight Children to write the word from the definition. Explore rules for the two words.  Using each word as a noun and then a verb.

	
	
	
	
	Thu
	write-right Children to write the word from the definition. Explore rules for the two words.

	
	
	
	
	Fri
	Test the words

	
	Assessment
	Children will take an assessment featuring a selection of words learned during the term.
	
	
	






Daily Activities Options
	Investigate the words – how many letters, phonemes, syllables, consonants, vowels.

	Speed test – how many times can you write the word in 30 seconds.

	Write a short passage which includes as many of the words as possible.

	What is the definition…? Teacher to give word and children write/discuss definition (+vice versa)

	Can you find the word? Create a word search featuring some of the words (www.wordmint.com)

	Write the word with some missing letters. Can children complete the words correctly (especially useful when looking at sounds produced by different graphemes)

	Simple dictation

	Put words onto cards – children work in groups of 4 – pick a card – turn this into a sentence.  Discuss function and type of words.

	Put the phonemes on a flipchart/Post It – children re-assemble word.  

	Discuss word types and patterns (How many ‘-ful’ words do you know? What do we know about words ending in ‘-ful’? 

	Put a selection of verbs (mixture of past and present) on tables – children sort.  What have you discovered?  What are the rules?

	Word race – put a selection of words around the room (multiple copies) – children work in pairs to take a word and add the suffixes ed/ing. Who can collect the most words?

	Word race 2 – children take their reading books – copy verbs onto white boards showing the tense for each.

	Differentiate – choose 3 words – investigate the words using a dictionary and/or thesaurus.  

	Which words on our list are useful to us?  Which ones are we likely to use regularly in our writing?  Which ones do you need to learn?  Practise.

	Turn a short passage from singular into plural.

	Play ‘who wants to be a spellionaire’. Children work in teams to spell increasingly harder plurals.

	Prefix/ suffix sort – put a selection of words from the term on the table – sort according to prefix/ suffix and rules. Explain the rules.

		www.phonicsplay.co.uk (standrewsjunior – phonics)

	Which words are the trickiest to learn to spell? How can we judge the difficulty of the words?  Pupils work in pairs to choose a word and prepare an argument to present to the rest of the class.

	Put the rules for pluralisation around the room. Pupils write a pluralised word for each on a post-it.  Who can write a ‘pointless’ word (a word no-one else has thought of)?

	Put in different parts of the room verb and noun – teacher says a word children stand by the word type.  

	Put the word ? on large pieces of paper and place on each table. What does the word mean? How many other words can we make that include this root? How do the prefixes and suffixes change the meaning? Which of these words are we likely to use?




