Y5 Term 1 – Spelling Rules and Patterns

	week
	Objective
	Rules
	Sample Words

	1/2
	To learn the spellings of words from the Statutory Yr5/6 Word List.
	All these words are taken from the government’s Key Word List. These are words that children should be expected to spell in Years 5 and 6.
Practise the spelling of these words, including their meanings.

This list exits because many  of these words have ‘hidden’ or ‘unheard’ letters.
	appreciate, available, communicate, community, environment, government, individual,neighbour, parliament, programme, recognise, temperature

Topic Word: reign

	3
	To consolidate understanding of how words change when s or es or ies is added to create a plural.
	For plurals, most words add s.
Add es if the word ends in a hissing buzzing shushing sound (e.g, buses, churches).
Words ending in y add s if the final letter is preceded by a vowel (e.g, trays, monkeys), if not change the y to I (e.g, babies, cherries, dictionaries)
	bargains, churches, dictionaries, identities, languages, opportunities, restaurants, rhymes, sandwiches, varieties, vegetables

Topic Word: workhouse



	
	
	Please discuss the spelling pattern. What has happened to these words when adding ‘s’ for plurals. Can the children identify the pattern from the rules listed?
	

	4
	To investigate what happens to words ending in f when used in the plural.
	Most endings change to ves.  
Double ff add s.
Words ending fe use ves.

	belief – beliefs
calf – calves
chief – chiefs
half – halves
knife – knives
leaf - leaves
life – lives
roof – roofs
self – selves
thief – thieves
wife – wives
Topic Word: wealthy and monarchy

	
	
	Unfortunately, there is no clever way of knowing which nouns ending f or fe follow which rules. You have to know. (For example, you have to know that thief becomes thieves, but roof becomes roofs.)
	

	5
	To investigate irregular plurals.
	Some words do not use s when adding a plural. These are irregular and do not follow a known pattern.
	cactus – cacti
child – children
deer
passer-by – passers-by
person – people
sheep
tooth – teeth
woman – women
Topic Word: reform


	6
	To consolidate understanding of adding the suffixes s, ing and ed to verbs.
	Most words add s, ing, ed.
Words ending in e – drop the e add s, ing, ed.   
Words with a short vowel before the final letter double the final letter (e.g, hope=hoped, hop=hopped, equip=equipped)
	accompany-accompanies, accompanied, accompanying,
achieve-achieves-achieved-achieving,
develop-develops-developed-developing,
equip-equips-equipped-equipping,
occur-occurs-occurred-occurring
Topic Word: poverty

	
	SUFFIX: A group of letters added to the end of a word to change its meaning (-ed, -s, -ing, -ful)
	
	

	7
	To identify irregular tense changes and begin to group them.
	Some verbs do not use ‘-ed’ in the past tense.
	bring-brought, buy-bought, can-could, catch-caught, drive-drove, eat-ate, go-went,make-made,see-saw, slide-slid, teach-taught, think-thought, write-wrote

Topic Word: pauper

	
	
	TIP: brought and bought are different words. Brought is the past tense for bring and can be remembered because both contain ‘r’.
	

	8
	To investigate endings that sound like ‘shun’ – 
tion, ation, sion, ssion
	‘-tion’ is used when the root word ends in t or te (e.g, invent=invention, except=exception, definite=definition, desperate=desperation - take off the e before adding ‘-tion’.)
‘-sion’  is used if the root word ends in d, de or se. 
‘-ssion’ is used if the root word ends in a ss (e.g, express, confess) which is a soft sh sound or in mit (e.g, permit, admit).
	completion (complete)
creation (create)
definition (definite)
desperation (desperate)
exception (except)
injection (inject)
inspection (inspect)
invention (invent)
operation (operate)
opposition (opposite)
perfection (perfect)
protection (protect)
reaction (react)
subtraction (subtract)
Topic Word: coronation

	
	TIP: Adding –tion’ to a verb usually turns it into a noun.


	
	

	9
	To investigate endings that sound like ‘shun’ – 
tion, ation, sion, ssion
	‘-tion’ is used when the root word ends in t or te (e.g, invent=invention, except=exception, definite=definition, desperate=desperation - take off the e before adding ‘-tion’.)
‘-sion’  is used if the root word ends in d, de or se. 
‘-ssion’ is used if the root word ends in a ss (e.g, express, confess) which is a soft sh sound or in mit (e.g, permit, admit).
	collision (collide)
confusion (confuse)
decision (decide)
division (divide)
explosion (explode)
invasion (invade)
occasion
admission (admit)
confession (confess)
expression (express)
permission (permit)
possession (possess)
Topic Word: legacy 

	
	TIP: Adding –tion’ to a word usually turns it into a noun.


	
	

	10
	Recap and revise endings that sound like ‘-shun’.
	Practise the rule – random words from the last two weeks will be tested. Can you remember the rule?
	Any of the words from Weeks 7 and 8 (mixture of words we found tricky)
Topic Word: gruel and era

	11
	Practise words which contain unfamiliar spelling patterns.
	Some words have letters that can’t always be heard. They are not ‘silent’ letters – they’re just part of a ‘sound’ (e.g, knife, daughter, mouse). Notice that these letters can appear anywhere in the word.
	answer, autumn, chemist, doubt, honest, island, knight, knuckle, monarch, sword, thistle,Wednesday, write, wrong 

Topic Word: cholera 

	
	
	TIP: All names (proper nouns) are expected to be spelt with a capital letter so, when learning Wednesday, this will need a capital letter.
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	Assessment
	Chldren will take an assessment featuring a selection of words learned during the term.
	



