
Year 4 Spring Term – Spelling Rules and Patterns

	
	Objective
	Rules
	Sample Words

	1
	To learn the spellings of words from the Statutory Yr3/4 Word List.
	All these words are taken from the government’s Key Word List. These are words that children should be expected to spell in Years 3 and 4.
Practise the spelling of these words, including their meanings.

	central-centre-favourite-forward-often-opposite-ordinary-pressure-probable-straight

	2
	To revise how words change when ‘s’ or ‘es’ is added to create a plural.
	TIP: Most words add s.
Add es if the word ends in h or x.
	balloon-balloons, friend-friends, house-houses, box-boxes, church-churches, dish-dishes, lunch-lunches, patch-patches

	3
	To explore how f is changed when usins plurals.
	Singular words ending in f often drop the f for ‘ves’ when changing to plural (e.g, wolf-wolves)
	calf-calves, knife-knives, roof-roofs, shelf-shelves, wife-wives, wolf-wolves

	
	
	NOTE: ‘Roof’ is spelt ‘roofs’ as plural (it does not follow the conventional rule).
	

	4
	To revise plural spelling words (use of ‘s’, ‘es’ and plural rule for ‘f’)
	This week’s spellings will consist of a recap of some of the general plural rules from weeks 2-3. 
	Students will be assessed on a selction if words learned from previous two weeks. Spellings will come from these words (revision).

	5
	To practise words where ‘y’ is used to make the sound of i.
NOTE: Words that use y in the middle of a word instead of i often have their origin in other languages (Latin, Greek or French).
	TIP: All names (proper nouns) are expected to be spelt with a capital letter so, when learning Egypt, this will need a capital letter.
	cylinder- cymbal-Egypt-gymnastics-mysterious-mystery-myth-oxygen-pyramid-symbol

	6
	To practise how ‘eigh’ and ‘ey’ can be used to represent the ay phoneme
	‘Ay’ can sometimes be written as a different grapheme. ‘Eigh’ and ‘ey’ can sometimes make the ‘ay’ sound.
	eight-eighteen-neighbour-reign-vein-weighed-weight
obey-prey-they

	7
	To investigate how the k phoneme can sometimes be written as ‘ch’.

NOTE: The hard ‘k’ sound has its origin from Greek.
	TIP: All names (proper nouns) are expected to be spelt with a capital letter so, when learning Christmas, this will need a capital letter.
	ache-anchor-chemist-choir-chorus-Christmas-echo-monarch-school-stomach

	8
	To explore words that use the root word ACT
	
	action-active-activity-actor-bacteria-cactus-exact-factor-fraction-fracture-reaction-tractor

	9
	To continue to learn the spellings of words from the Statutory Yr3/4 Word List.
	All these words are taken from the government’s Key Word List. These are words that children should be expected to spell in Years 3 and 4.
Practise the spelling of these words, including their meanings.

	accident-business-occasion-quarter- separate-special-strange-woman-women

	10
	To practise words ending in ‘-tion’
	Words that end in tion are usually nouns.
	action-adoration-creation-education-imagination-nation-preparation-reaction-relation-station

	11
	To continue to practise words ending in ‘-tion’
	Words that end in tion are usually nouns.
	Addition-competition-direction-emotion-fiction-injection-invention-position-protection-subtraction

	12
	Assessment

	Children will take an assessment featuring a selection of words learned during the term.
	



