Year 6 Spring Term – Spelling Rules and Patterns

	
	Objective
	Rules
	Sample Words

	1
	To investigate endings which sound like shus spelt cious or tious.
	TIP: ‘-tious’ is used if the root word ends in ‘-tion’ (e.g, ambition, caution)
	vicious, precious, conscious, delicious, suspicious, ambitious,  cautious,  curious, previous, ferocious


	2
	To practise words that end in ‘-cial’ and ‘-tial’
	TIP: ‘-cial’ is usually used when a vowel precedes the cial part of the word (e.g, special, social, official)
TIP: ‘-tial’ is usually used when a consonant precedes the tial part of the word (e.g, conventional, essential, potential)
	artificial-beneficial- confidential-crucial-essential-financial-influential-initial-judicial-official-potential-substantial

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	3
	To review the rules for spelling words whose endings sound like –shun.

TIP: Adding –tion’ to a verb usually turns it into a noun.

	‘-tion’ is used when the root word ends in t or te (e.g, invent=invention, except=exception, definite=definition, desperate=desperation - take off the e before adding ‘-tion’.)
‘-sion’  is used if the root word ends in d, de or se. 
‘-ssion’ is used if the root word ends in a ss (e.g, express, confess) which is a soft sh sound or in mit (e.g, permit, admit).
	completion (complete)
creation (create)
definition (definite)
desperation (desperate)
exception (except)
injection (inject)
inspection (inspect)
invention (invent)
operation (operate)
opposition (opposite)
perfection (perfect)
protection (protect)
reaction (react)
subtraction (subtract)


	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	4
	To review the rules for spelling words whose endings sound like –shun.

TIP: Adding –tion’ to a verb usually turns it into a noun.

	‘-tion’ is used when the root word ends in t or te (e.g, invent=invention, except=exception, definite=definition, desperate=desperation - take off the e before adding ‘-tion’.)
‘-sion’  is used if the root word ends in d, de or se. 
‘-ssion’ is used if the root word ends in a ss (e.g, express, confess) which is a soft sh sound or in mit (e.g, permit, admit).
	collision (collide)
confusion (confuse)
decision (decide)
division (divide)
explosion (explode)
invasion (invade)
occasion
admission (admit)
confession (confess)
expression (express)
permission (permit)
possession (possess)


	5
	To practise common homophones


	Some words have the same sound but are spelt in different ways. Children should have knowledge of these key homophones throughout Key Stage 2.
Practise the different spellings and their meanings.

HOMOPHONE: A word with the same sound but with a different spelling (taken from Greek homo=same; phone=sound)
	there-their-they’re, right-write, who’s-whose, past-passed, aloud-allowed,
where-were
(this last pair isn’t technically a homophone but is a near spelling that often causes errors)

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	6







	To continue to explore homophones
	TIP: Practice is a noun (e.g, I am going to do my piano practice/ The new dental practice has opened)

Practise is a verb (e.g, I am going to practise on the piano/ It is important to practise your spellings)
	there-their-they’re, aloud-allowed, advice-advise, profit-prophet, cereal-serial, practice-practise

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	7
	To explore the prefix ‘In-‘
	‘In-‘ as a prefix often means not or without.
(This only works as a prefix if a root word already exists; e.g, edible-inedible).

	inaccurate-inactive-incapable-incompetent-inconvenient-incorrect-incredible-indecisive-insecure-insensitive-inseparable-invisible

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	8
	To explore the prefix ‘Im-‘ and ‘Il-‘
	Both ‘Im-‘ and ‘Il-‘ also mean not or without.

Im is usually used for words where the root word begins with m or p (e.g, immortal, immature, impolite, improper)

Il is used when the root word already starts with l.
	immature-immobile-immortal-impolite-impossible-improper

illegal-illegible-illiterate-illogical

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	9
	To investigate words ending in ant, ance and ancy; ent, ence and ency.
	Use ant and ance/ancy if there is a related word with a clear ai sound in the right position – ation words often a clue (e.g, informant – information, 
Use ent/ence/ency after a soft c sound (.g, magnificent), soft g sound and qu (e.g, intelligent), or if there is a related word with a clear e sound in the right position.
TIP: ‘ent’ are usually adjectives.
	assistance, assistant, brilliance, brilliant, disappearance, distance, distant, nuisance, relevance, relevant, substance, tolerance


TIP: ‘-ance’ and ‘-ence’ usually indicate an abstract noun.

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	10
	To investigate words ending in ant, ance and ancy; ent, ence and ency.
	Use ant and ance/ancy if there is a related word with a clear ai sound in the right position – ation words often a clue (e.g, informant – information, 
Use ent/ence/ency after a soft c sound (.g, magnificent), soft g sound and qu (e.g, intelligent), or if there is a related word with a clear e sound in the right position.
TIP: ‘ent’ are usually adjectives.
	apparent,  conscience, convenience, covenient, correspondent,  evidence, excellent, existence, intelligence, intelligent, magnificent, occurrence, permanent


TIP: ‘-ance’ and ‘-ence’ usually indicate an abstract noun.

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	11
	To investigate words ending in ‘-ible/ibly’ and ‘-abl/ably’.
	Dropping able generally leaves a recognisable word which can be heard.  


ible is less common and the root isn’t always recognisably heard.

TIP: ‘-able’ changes words into adjectives
	adorable, available, avoidable, comfortable, comfortably, considerable, dependable, probable, probably, reasonable, reasonaably, unavoidable

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	12
	Children will take an assessment featuring a selection of words learned during the term.
	Revise words (including their meanings) and topic words.

The assessment will be taken from 20 words learned during the term.
	



