SUMMARY OF GRAMMATICAL TERMS, YEAR 6
(taken from www.gov.uk glossary)
	
	DEFINITION
	EXAMPLE

	ADJECTIVE
	a describing word (usually to describe the noun)
	large, quiet, intelligent, rough, thoughtful, green

	ADVERB
	a describing word (for describing a verb; e.g, how a verb is done)
	loudly, sensibly, beautifully, cleverly, slowly, fast

	ANTONYM
	a word with the opposite meaning
	large – small
rough – smooth
expensive – cheap
noisy - peaceful

	APOSTROPHE
	a punctuation mark used to mark omitted words (contraction) or to show possession
	can’t (can + not)
mustn’t (must + not)
I’ll (I + will)
they’re (they + are)

Jim’s car
Anne’s computer
The children’s toy
(PLURAL) The boys’ boots

	ARTICLE
	a word that determines a specific noun
	a…
an…
the…

	CLAUSE
	a part of a sentence (has to contain a verb)
	· Usha went upstairs.
· We went on holiday.
· The woman lost her keys.

	COMPOUND WORD
	a word made from two separate words
	· football (foot + ball)
· supermarket (super + market)
· bookshop (book + shop)
· daydream (day + dream)

	CONJUNCTION
CONNECTIVE
	a device to link different sentences together 
	Before…
Meanwhile…
Suddenly…

	DETERMINER
	any word that specifies a noun
	a, an, the
this, that, those, these, some

	ELLIPSIS
	a word or phrase that has been omitted
	…
(He looked behind him. All he could see was darkness…)

	FORMAL
	done in accordance with convention or etiquette (does not use colloquialisms or apostrophes)
	“Your presence is required…”

“It is imperative that the instructions are followed!”

	HOMONYM
	two words that look and sound the same but have two different meanings
	· bark
· bowl
· stick

	HOMOPHONE
	two words that sound the same but are spelt differently
	· right/write
· blew/blue
· allowed/aloud

	HYPHEN
	a small line (used to link two parts of a word together)
	· heart-warming
· semi-circle
· quick-thinking
· cold-hearted

	INFORMAL
	relaxed or friendly style (often using abbreviations, slang  or coloquialisms)
	[bookmark: _GoBack]

	MODAL VERB
	a description of the certainty of an event
	can, will, would, must, might, should, won’t

	NOUN
	a naming word (object)
	horse, car, table, plate, stadium, computer

	NOUN PHRASE
	a phrase with a noun at its head
	· adult foxes
· the crazy dog
· the tasty, delicious food

	OBJECT
	a noun or pronoun
	any noun (or its associated pronoun)
bridge, shop, canoe, bottle
he, she, it they

	PARENTHESES
	extra information (usually added to provide additional information)
	· brackets
· dashes

	PASSIVE/ ACTIVE
	the object has the act performed to it
the object performs the act directly
	PASSIVE: The ball was kicked by the boy.
ACTIVE: The boy kicked the ball.

	PAST TENSE
	the changing of a verb to show that something has happened in the past
	was, were, went, did, thought, brought, walked, listened

	PERFECT
	a description of a verb (that has already been happening)
CONTAINING VARIATIONS OF THE WORD TO ’HAVE’
	-She has downloaded some songs.
- He has been practising the piano.
- I had eaten my lunch by 12 O’Clock.

	PHONEME
[GRAPHEME – VISUAL]
	an individual sound within a word
	d-i-n-o-s-au-r
s-t-a-t-io-n

	PHRASE
	part of a sentence (but, unlike a clause, does not contain a verb)
	She waved to her mother.
In the cupboard, Jamie found his uniform.

	PLURAL
	more than one
	

	PREFIX
	a group of letters placed at the front of a root word (in order to change its meaning)
	Un-
Dis-
Sub-
Mis-
Inter-
Re-
Anti-
In-

	PREPOSITION
	a word to describe where/how/when an event is taking place
	in, on, by, next to, above, below, behind, opposite, through, over, under

	PRESENT TENSE
	the changing of a verb to show that something is happening now
	

	PROGRESSIVE
	the description of an event in progress
	-Michael is singing in the storeroom.
- Amanda was making a patchwork quilt.
- He had been practising for an hour when I called round.

	PRONOUN
	a word used to substitute the name of the noun
	he, she, it, they, his, her, my

	RELATIVE CLAUSE
	an additional clause that refers back to the noun/subject of the sentence (usually through the use of the words ‘who’ or ‘which’)
	· That’s the boy who lives near the school.
· The prize that I won was a book.
· My grandma, who works in the supermarket, was late for work.
· Tom destroyed the game, which annoyed Ali.

	ROOT WORD
	a word that ‘stands alone’ (without prefixes or suffixes)
	UNDERSTAND
misunderstand
understanding, understandable,
understands,

	STANDARD ENGLISH
	formally recognised grammatical form
	

	SUBJECT
	the subject of a sentence (usually a noun or pronoun)
	

	SUBORDINATE
	extra information that has been added to a sentence (but not the main information)
	We can watch TV when we’ve finished
(secondary information)

	SUFFIX
	a group of letters placed at the end of a root word to change its meaning
	· ing
· able
· ment
· ship
· s
· ed

	SYLLABLE
	an individual sound or beat within a word (always contains a vowel sound)
	one (one syllable)
ta-ble (two syllables)
as-tro-naut (three syllables)
bi-og-raph-y (four syllables_
im-a-gin-a-ry (five syllables)

	SYNONYM
	a word with a similar meaning to another
	great – fantastic
large - massive
clever – intelligent
amazing - incredible

	VERB
	a ‘doing’ or ‘action’ word
	walk, run, watch, sleep, drive, work

	VOWEL
	a, e, i, o, u
	

	WORD CLASS
	the group that a particular word belongs to
	adjective, adverb, noun, preposition, pronoun, verb



You may need to know the meanings of these words in your SPaG tests. Your English homework this week is to revise these terms. We will spend some time in class, too. 

