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Notes for the week:
16th December 2024

Monday
PE Dandelion Class 3P

PE Wren Class 3N

PE Magpie Class 4M
PE Acorn Class 3GD
Tuesday

PE Bramble Class 5L
PE Willow Class 5D
PE Kingfisher Class 4B
PE Weasels Class 4S
Wednesday

PE Kingfisher Class 4B
PE Magpie Class 4M
PE Raven Class 5K

PE Otter Class 6H

PE Heron Class 6GK
Forest School — Otter Class, 6H
Thursday

PE Wren Class 3N

PE Willow Class 5D
PE Bramble Class 5L
PE Raven Class 5K
Friday

PE Weasel Class 4S
PE Dandelion Class 3P
PE Acorn Class 3GD
PE Heron Class 6GK
PE Otter Class 6H

PE Newt Class 6G

We had 40 children take part in the latest cross country at BCA
over Wednesday and Thursday. It was freezing cold and the
course was long, but the children completed it, mostly with
smiles on their faces. We had top 3 successes with Ezra in year 3
coming 3rd, Parker year 5 coming 1st and Codie in year 4 came
2nd.

We haven't received all the results yet and | will let the children
know their places when | receive the final results.

Thank you for to all the adults who drove the children there and
supported them and the other runners.

Attached is a photo of our year 5 boys, Parker, Cain and Lucas.

Dear Parents/Carers,

Thank you so much for your generous
donations for the tombola.

Any more contributions would be most
welcome - Year 3: sweets, chocolate, Year
4: tins and jars, Year 5: toiletries, Year 6:
bottles




We are still in need of cakes for our cake stall, if we have any
keen bakers. Please could all cakes be delivered to the school
office in the morning on Monday 16" December.

We hope you will be able to come and join in the fun on Monday
16th December at 3:30pm

Many thanks, Katie Haines
Chairperson SASA

| am writing during this time of Advent as we prepare for

Christmas. | hope you are all finding time within the busyness of

preparations to find some quiet time.

During advent the collective worship will focus on the advent

wreath and the meaning of lighting a candle each week a candle

for hope, faith, joy and love — you may like to have a candle at

home to light it and spend 5 minutes in quiet together each

week. | am also writing to let you know about our Christmas

services and | look forward to welcoming you to one of our

services:

Saturday 14 th December 6.00pm: Christmas Tree Dedication Service

Wednesday 18 th December 7.00 pm Blue Christmas Service

Sunday 15 th December 4.00 pm Children’s Christmas Crafts and

Storytime

Saturday 21 st December 5.00 pm Solstice Service

Sunday 22 nd December 6.00 pm Community Carol Service

Christmas Eve 24 th December:

Christingle 5.00 pm

Midnight Mass 11.30 pm

Christmas Day 25 th December:

8.00 BCP Holy Communion

10:00 Holy Communion

—— =

With Every Blessing as we look forward to Christmas
Thank you goes out to the dedicated members of the School
Parliament and Mrs. Ratcliffe for beautifully decorating the St.
Andrew's School Christmas tree at the Church. Your efforts have
added a touch of festive magic to our shared space.

We invite all members of our school community to visit St
Andrew’s Church for the dedication ceremony of the

Christmas trees on Saturday, 14th at 6:00 pm.




Tickets for our Christmas Concert on Tuesday, 17th December,
have now completely sold out. If you purchased your tickets via
Scopay, they have been sent to your child’s class for them to
bring home. If you have not received your tickets, please check
your child’s school bag.

Entry to the concert will be through the main school entrance on
Dunstan Road. Doors will open at 6:45 pm. Please note that
there will be no on-site parking available.

We look forward to seeing you there for what promises to be a
magical evening!

As per the letter that went out earlier this week. On Wednesday
Otter Class will have their first Forest School session. This will be
for 6 weeks and will be each Wednesday afternoon.

Please make sure your child wears appropriate clothing for these
sessions (they can come dressed in their forest school clothes for
the day). Old clothes suitable for the weather with long sleeves
are recommended as well as waterproof coats and if possible
trousers as they will be out in all weathers. Wellies or old trainers
are best as well as old clothes that can get muddy and dirty.

We would like to extend our thanks to the parents who attended
the Partnerships for Inclusion of Neurodiversity in Schools (PINS)
parent session on Thursday. It was wonderful to see you there
and to hear your valuable contributions. Your support and
engagement are greatly appreciated as we work together to
create an inclusive and nurturing environment for all our
children. Thank you for your continued partnership!

With only one week left before we break for Christmas, if the
children haven’t already, they may wish to bring in cards to give
to other children. We have two post boxes that will be
positioned around the school and the cards will then be given
out. If you could encourage the children to address the cards
with:

- First name

- Second name or initial

- Class name.

This will mean we are able to match the cards with the right
child.

**Attention St Andrews Poets**

The Stuart Adams Trophy for original poetry

HIGHBRIDGE

FESTIVAL OF THE ARTS

Open to children of all ages

All entrants receive a certificate and written feedback from the
judge

The winner will be presented with the Stuart Adams

Trophy and receive a special medal

The poem can be in any style and written at home or in school
Find out more by visiting the Speech and Drama page of the
Festival Website where you'll find a copy of the

Syllabus—see page 9

Enter online via the website - entries close

17 January 2025

Performance of poems: Monday 10 or Tuesday 11 March 2025
www.highbridgefestival.org.uk



**Reminder**

On Wednesday 18th December our school meal provider ASPENS
are dishing up this year’s Christmas Dinner. Booking for this can
be made through SELECT, Aspens online ordering system,
information on ordering from Select.

**Reminder**

Wednesday, 18th December 2024, will be our Christmas Jumper
Day here at St. Andrew's, in celebration of Save the Children's
13th annual event! Though nationally observed on Thursday,
12th December, we’ve chosen to hold ours on Wednesday to
coincide with our Christmas Lunch Day.

We invite all children to come dressed in their favourite festive
Christmas jumper! If a Christmas jumper isn’t available, non-
uniform is welcome. We suggest a donation of £1, which will go
directly to Save the Children, aiding their mission to improve the
lives of children worldwide. Every donation, no matter the
amount, makes a difference. Please send your donation with
your child on the morning of Wednesday, 18th December.
Contributions can be handed to the class teachers.

Thank you for helping us spread joy and make a positive impact!
We're pleased to share that our local Parent Family Support
Advisor, Chloe Steventon, has created a dedicated webpage for
the PFSA service. This new resource provides valuable
information about the support available to families and how
Chloe can assist with any challenges you may be facing.

We encourage you to take a look at the webpage to explore the
range of support on offer. It's a great way to stay informed and
access the help you need.

https://www.berrowprimaryschool.co.uk/page/?title=Parent+an
d+Family+Support+%28PFSA%29&pid=91

Star Quizzers — Passing AR Quizzes

This week receiving their 50 Quiz certificates:

Miya Redstone

Reading Champions
Massive well done to Morayo Pickard for becoming a Reading
Half Millionaire.

This award is given by the Senior Leadership Team and the office
staff for a child who has demonstrated one or more of the
school values during the week.

This week’s winner is:
Flynn Phillips

We held our Celebration and Praise Assembly this week to award
children who have worked hard this week.

Well done to the winners:

Acorn Class — Molly Bowman

Woren Class — Gabriel Chandler

Magpie Class — Otto Evans

Kingfisher Class — Derya Ozdogan

Weasel Class — Mia Course

Willow Class — Oscar Tovey-McPhee

Bramble Class — Aria Meyrick


https://primarysite-prod-sorted.s3.amazonaws.com/standrewsjuniorschool/UploadedDocument/98251a1d-e678-440f-92a5-606ffd2b8398/select-introduction.pdf
https://www.berrowprimaryschool.co.uk/page/?title=Parent+and+Family+Support+%28PFSA%29&pid=91
https://www.berrowprimaryschool.co.uk/page/?title=Parent+and+Family+Support+%28PFSA%29&pid=91

Raven Class — Olivia Roberts
Heron Class — Molly Strange
Otter Class — Cohen Birch
Newt Class — Isla West

Results from this week’s tournament:

Year 6 Tournament

1 Harley Mark Been 6H Otter 7438
2 Sufyan  |Jayden Jorgensen 6GK Heron 5671
3 Hadley |Velda Rocket 6H Otter 3491
4 Mollie Grace Dederer 6H Otter 3299
> Archie Blue Cavaliere 6G Newt 2511
6 Jake Jon Santana 6H Otter 2330
u Nithin Frank Palmer 6G Newt 2312
3 Finley Aiden Bauer 6GK Heron 2236
o Isaac \Win Gravilicious 6GK Heron 2024
10 |Mya Sky Cronin 6H Otter 1899
Year 5 Tournament

1 Nancy Angelo White 5K Raven 2672
2 Rory Mikal Powers 5L Bramble 1776
3 Jesse Maynard Howe 5D Willow 1759
4 Lucas Ued Boy 5L Bramble 1739
> Alfie Freddy Robinson 5D Willow 1392
6 Jack Alexx Useche 5D Willow 1206
U Reuben M. A. Hendrix 5D Willow 976
8 Isla Regina Class 5L Bramble 791
9 Louie Logan Rockingchair 5K Raven 788
10 |Cain Ryan Bottum 5L Bramble 758
Year 4 Tournament

1 Eliza Sunshine Dunn 4B Kingfisher| 2625
2 Lily Susan Andrews 4M Magpie 2499
3 Elijah Nick Preciado 4B Kingfisher| 2187
4 Josie Sunshine Powers 4B Kingfisher| 1909
> Codie Toryn McKeon 4S Weasel 1773
6 Sofia Stacy Bazzell 4B Kingfisher| 1141
U Eliza Sean Daly 4S Weasel 1096
3 Demi-Mae[Mad Bruno 4M Magpie 1081
o Harla Lady Foreman 4S Weasel 1063
10 |Yusuf Beau Ramirez 4B Kingfisher| 1041
Year 3 Tournament

1 Lucas Chuck Manga 3P Dandelion| 2820
2 Hugo Win Hart 3P Dandelion 899
3 Freddie [V V Cox 3N Wren 843
4 Charlie  [Thomas Berry 3DG Acorn 630
> Ava Mindy DiFulvio 3N Wren 617
6 Gabrielle |Bella Sally 3N Wren 570
U Elijah Todd Lightrock 3P Dandelion 567
3 Peter Godzilla Singer 3P Dandelion 500
9 Freya Uimi Sweet 3P Dandelion 498




10 |Cash Eric Ramirez 3N Wren | 463|

Current Attendance Overview:

To keep you informed, we have included a chart below,
displaying our overall attendance percentage and a breakdown
by class. This transparency allows us to collectively work towards
our attendance target and celebrate our successes along the
way.

This weeks attendance percentage for

each class
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Lateness continues to be an issue, and we kindly ask for your
support in addressing this. Arriving on time is crucial for your
child's learning and helps them start their day positively,
ensuring they do not miss important instructions or activities.
Let’s work together to improve punctuality and set a great
example for our children. Thank you for your continued

cooperation.
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9
3
12
7
31

Please remember that being late can lead to your child:

e Feeling embarrassed in front of their friends

e Missing the beginning of vital lessons making them fall
behind

e Missing important instructions for the rest of the school
day

e |earning bad habits which could affect their
employability in the future

The impact of being just a little late can accumulate to a loss in
learning time:




Minutes late per day during the school year | Equals days worth of teaching lost in a year
5 mins 3.4 days
10 mins 6.9 days
15 mins 10.3 days
20 mins 13.8 days
30 mins 20.7 days

Our Designated Safeguarding Lead (DSL) is Wayne Higgins and our
Deputy Designated Safeguarding Leads (DDSL) are Tamsin
Thomson, Chrissie Collett. Our safeguarding governor is Kerry
Andrews

Here are some useful websites recommended by our DSL;
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/preventing-abuse/keeping-children-
safe/

https://getsetsomerset.org.uk/
https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/parents/

If you have concerns about your child at home or school, see the
office to book an appointment. Alternatively, if you are worried
about a child or young person who could be in danger please
contact Children’s Social Care on 0300 123 2224, by email at
childrens@somerset.gov.uk or the police. You can contact the
police directly by dialling 101 and they will discuss with Children's
Social Care what action should be taken. In an emergency always
contact the police by dialling 999. If you would like to speak to a
social worker outside of office hours please phone the Emergency
Duty Team (EDT) on 0300 123 23 27.

**mportant**

If you have changed your telephone number or email address
can you please let the school office know so that we can update
our records. We need to have at least 3 contact numbers for
your children in the event that we are unable to reach the main
contacts.

A recent study by the Co-Op Foundation reported that 95%

of children and young people admitted to occasionally

feeling lonely. So, it’s easy to understand how networking

apps like HiPal — with the tempting lure of bucketloads of

cool new people to befriend and interact with online —

become hugely successful very quickly if they’re delivered

well.

HiPal is indeed a competently assembled app in terms of
usability and features — but (with no age verification system

and an ineffective reporting tool) it does also sport some

glaring omissions from a safeguarding perspective. Parents

and carers should click on the link below for a guide and

full profile of this up-and-coming chat app.
what-parents-need-to-know-about-hipal-parents-guide.pdf

This week’s SEND weekly newsletter is now available — please
click on the link below or the following SEND News to read the
latest stories.

Please click on the link below to find out more about Special
Educational Needs and Disabilities (SEND) in Somerset.

Special Educational Needs and Disabilities (SEND)



https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/parents/
https://primarysite-prod-sorted.s3.amazonaws.com/standrewsjuniorschool/UploadedDocument/14342953-cea2-4dab-a9f5-39e2a3d050c4/what-parents-need-to-know-about-hipal-parents-guide.pdf
https://www.somerset.gov.uk/children-families-and-education/the-local-offer/send-news/
https://www.somerset.gov.uk/children-families-and-education/the-local-offer/send-news/
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@ ChatHealth Y

Somerset
Council

Parent advice & support

: ,Heqlth.\} Iifeslyle; . :

School transitioning

Emotional health

is your child
5-19 and are you

looking for confidential
help and support?

A safe and easy way to contact D@
your School Nursing Team DO E

Just send a text

07480 635 515

Disclaimer: This is not an emergency service; it operates Monday to Friday 9am - 5pm and
is only available by using a UK mobile number. Your messages are stored on our secure
system and can be seen by the School Nursing Team who run our ChatHealth Service.
Although this is a confidential service, in the event of an safeguarding issue the
School Nurse has a duty of care to act on this and may escalate the concem.
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Please see below our term dates for 2024-25 including our
school INSET days.
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Key Dates: Autumn Term

Date Activity Details

Monday 2nd September Staff Training School closed for staff training
Tuesday 3rd September Staff Training School closed for staff training
Wednesday 4" September | First day of Autumn Term Welcome Back

Monday 9th September ‘Meet the Teacher’ week.

Parents and carers have the
opportunity to  visit  their
child(ren)’s new teachers and

Monday 9th September Year 3 Meet the Teacher

classrooms and to find out what

3.15-3.45pm the children are learning about

and what life is like in their new

Tuesday 10th September Year 4 Meet the Teacher classroom.

3.15-3.45pm




Wednesday 11th September

3.15 -3.45pm

Year 5 Meet the Teacher

Thursday 12th September

3.15 -3.45pm

Year 6 Meet the Teacher

Friday 20t September

Dahlicious Dress Up Day

This year's Dahlicious Dress Up
Day takes place on 13th
September. Our school will be
celebrating it on 20t September.
Schools and workplaces across the
UK will be brimming with Oompa-
Loompas, Twits and Matildas in
aid of Roald Dahl's Marvellous
Children's Charity.

Monday 30t September

Harvest Festival

A celebration of the food grown
on the land - we celebrate this day
by singing, praying and collecting
fruit and food in a festival known
as 'Harvest Festival',

Tuesday 15* October

Date

Individual  School Photos

Tempest - TBC

Activity

All children and siblings in school
have individual school photos by
Tempest.

Details

End of Autumn term 1
Thursday 17t" October

Last day of Autumn term 1

Friday 18t October

Staff Training

School closed for staff training

Monday 21st October -Friday
1st November

Half term

Enjoy your break!

Autumn Term 2 Starts

Monday 4" November

First day of Autumn term 2

School Starts

Start 2nd Half of Autumn Term

Wednesday 13th November

3.15—6.30pm

Parents’ Evening

Thursday 14th November

3.15—6.30pm

Lists of appointments will be
available for you to sign up to
4th
are

during  w/c November.

Appointments for ten
minutes and we would encourage
you to not bring your child to the

appointment.

Friday 15th November

Children in Need

Letter and details provided
nearer the time

Friday 29" November

St Andrews Day

On this day we recognise the




Patron Saint of our school

Wednesday 18%" December

Christmas Jumper Day

Children take part in Christmas
Jumper Day for Save the Children.
A suggested £1 donation and the
chance to feel festive wearing
your Christmas jumper to school.

Wednesday 18th December

Whole School Christmas Lunch -

All children have the opportunity
to celebrate Christmas with a
Christmas dinner with all the
trimmings.

Friday 20th December

School Carol Service

We will
service in St Andrews’s Church.

be having our carol

Everyone is welcome. Also, we
the
Headteacher’s Commendations.

will be awarding

Friday 20th December

End of Autumn Term 2

School Breaks up for Christmas
Holiday




